
 

 

Pope Francis speaks to each one of us in his release (a small portion) of his 2018 Lenten message: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 
Once again, the Pasch of the Lord draws near!  In our preparation for Easter, 

God in his providence offers us each year the season of Lent as a 
“sacramental sign of our conversion”.[1]  Lent summons us, and enables us, 

to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in every aspect of our life. 
 

With this message, I would like again this year to help the entire Church 
experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in truth.  I will take my cue 

from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Because of the increase 
of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold” (24:12). 

 

These words appear in Christ’s preaching about the end of time.  They were 
spoken in Jerusalem, on the Mount of Olives, where the Lord’s passion would 

begin.  In reply to a question of the disciples, Jesus foretells a great 
tribulation and describes a situation in which the community of believers 

might well find itself: amid great trials, false prophets would lead people 
astray and the love that is the core of the Gospel would grow cold in the 

hearts of many. 
 

Above all, I urge the members of the Church to take up the Lenten journey 
with enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer.  If, at times, 

the flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, know that this is never 
the case in the heart of God!  He constantly gives us a chance to begin 

loving anew. 


